What is the argument on the other side? Only in this that no case has been found in which it has been done before. That argument does not appeal to me in the least. If we never do anything which has not been done before, we shall never get anywhere. The law will stand still while the rest of the world goes on: and that will be bad for both. ** Lord Denning M.R.
Prefatory Statement
Video Conference as an empirical science always shows that truth is stronger than fiction. This focus on video conferencing is chosen in the belief that law as an art and science should grow by accretion. In the spirit of this work one envisages that arbitration by video conferencing will turn out to be an important engine of development, peace and unity of the now global village. At the point when video conferencing is made as common or affordable as the mobile phone, there will be "a globalization in solidarity, a globalization without marginalization". It is at this point that the real picture of justice will start to emerge to all classes of people. The caution sign is that every member of the global village arrangement should be just, equitable, fair and honest to each other. The words should be "love thy neighbour as thy self". This is to avoid the previous and still existing consequences of (1) slavery, (2) colonization and (3) neo-colonialism. Let "globalization not be the next stage of the listed three.
For a harmonious embryonic world using the internet, the solution is rock bottom rate of internet access. This will make it possible for all to feel affiliated and there will be cohesion. Surely this will place human beings at the centre of events. 
Introduction:
Law, science and technology are the children of progress, the instruments of human civilization, with them; man navigates the empty space and the unfriendly ocean of life. For law, it is the expression of common consciousness of the people. There can be no law without the society and no society without law. In every society disputes arise. Dispute, according to Olagunju JCA is "an agitation by contending parties over a right". 1 It is obedience to law that facilitates dispute resolution. This is because law is the highest reason implanted in nature which dictates those things, which ought to be done, and prohibits the reverse. It does not create situations but regulates situations. Now we can utilize the synergy of both law and science/technology to lay solid foundation for peaceful, costless and lasting dispute resolution by arbitration; for a better economic future.
Science and technology have brought out for the use of all, internet facilities. This has shown that no nation can have separate existence but to function with the whole world. The present stage of development of the world has indicated that the whole world is now a global village with the aid of law, science and technology. This is why it is now possible to arbitrate by the means of video conferencing. In fact, it is expected because trade, commerce, behaviour, travels, contracts, relationships have all changed.
What is arbitration?
In this work, we shall dwell on the line linking law, science and information technology in the modern world now known as global village. However, arbitration which is in the area of law was defined as a concept in settlement of disputes. In the definition, linkage of arbitration and contract was highlighted. It was observed from various versions of definitions of arbitration; the problem in the definition of arbitration is as a result of the relationship between arbitration, law and justice. The latter two (law and justice) being rather abstract in nature, the definition of arbitration would not be easy. It is for this reason that it was observed that even jurists have problems in their attempts to define arbitration.
In fact, every attempt at the definition of arbitration reflect the perspective, circumstance, and the ideology of the jurist. Apart from the statutory definition of arbitration, 2 it is seen as an extra -judicial procedure which the state has permitted by enacting (in the exercise of its legislative sovereignty), the legal framework for its organization and conduct. 3 Also, Greg C. Nwakoby in his work, sees arbitration as the procedure in which disputants voluntarily agree to submit their dispute(s) or difference(s) to a third party in whom they repose confidence and undertake to abide by the decision of the said third party. 4 Some judicial decisions attempted the definition of arbitration as in
Ofomata & Ors v. Anoka & Ors. 5 where it was said to be the determination of dispute by the decision of persons called arbitrators chosen or appointed in a recognized manner and agreed upon by the disputants. The court in the stated case went ahead to state that such a decision must be (1) certain (2) final, (3) reasonable, (4) legal, (5) possible of execution and (6) dispose of all the differences submitted to arbitration. arbitration and arbitration under the Act or common law arbitration is that customary arbitration agreement may be oral and the others written.
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As international trade has expanded so has the use of international arbitration. With the world being reduced to a global village, more powerful technologies offer the reduction of the digital divide between nations and makes it easier for dispute resolution mechanism to adopt the fastest and most convenient devices hence video conferencing in arbitration. This is more beneficial in international arbitration.
What is Video Conferencing?
It is proper to first define the word 'video'. According to BBC English Dictionary, Video is the recording and showing of films and events, using a video camera, a video recorder, video tapes and a television set. 10 On the other hand, video conferencing is a conference in which several people who are a long way from each other communicate using audio and visual equipments. 11 It is trite and self evident that we live in a time of very rapid technological change; what was previously referred to as jet age. We have to thank God for making it possible in our own time. The nature and speed of communication, the access to and dissemination of information are on a scale unprecedented and unimaginable only a few years ago.
Towards the end of the last millennium, the internet came to cushion the inertia of contracts, relationships, activities etc, new kinds of contracts, services, trades as well as the resolution of disputes or conflicts arising from them take different dimensions. Such new areas come in the form of transfer of technology, genetic, engineering, electronic commerce, electronic banking, entertainment and sports, including sponsorship. These will present specific demands in an internet regime -the growing commercial arbitration. All these developments will come to naught if law does not go in tandem with them.
Today, this issue of video conferencing in arbitration appears very novel to us. and law. This means that we are for now looking somewhat into the crystal ball, but hopefully with practical eyes, endeavouring to ascertain the likely form which commerce, service, trade, technology and others might usefully take. The internet will remain a popular asset if it maintains the confidence and respect of who uses it and are likely to use it, given the volume and worth of value entrusted to it.
In fact, in few years from now, virtually, all documents would have dematerialized.
They will only exist in electronic form. 12 Law on its own will never stand still. It is predicted
here that internet activities such as video conferencing and courts will soon smoothen the rather ambivalent rapport between nations in the present global village. It is at this point that the universal application of the internet in contract and international commerce generally, science and social science can form an alloy to utilize human resources to the benefit of all.
The realities of video conferencing in arbitration is beginning to be known in Nigeria now. A decade ago, who could imagine the advantages of having a GSM as widely used today. However, it will be improper to state that video conferencing is entirely unknown in some other countries. So a work of this nature, in this area, at this time could be described as a writing in the jubilant tone of a proud advocate of the system. This is because the concept of video conferencing in arbitration is both a tool and a process and it is the point where law meets with technology. What is really needed is a good investment environment and encouragement from the government. With this, the necessary infrastructure will be put in place with constant or regular power supply and institution or corporate bodies that will invest in that regard.
Types of Arbitration:
There are many types of arbitration as will be listed hereunder. in between the areas to be passed through before getting to arbitral tribunal venue.
Mostly, International Commercial Arbitration is the area where video conference in arbitration is more suitable. This is because the use of the infrastructure will be(1) more cost effective (2) the inconveniences of travelling will be eliminated (3) effect of any political factor in any country will not interfere with arbitration process (4) restriction of entry of any of the parties, arbitrators and witnesses will be eliminated (5) there will not be any diplomatic break -down or interference (6) there will not be need for transfer of funds to the venue of the arbitration proceeding for the administrative duties and convenience of arbitrators and witnesses (7) there will not be need for suitable rooms for hearing (8) shortage of hotel rooms for parties and arbitrators/witnesses will not arise (9) there will not be need for transportation facilities and hold -ups (10) need for support facilities, for instance shorthand writers and interpreters and so on, may not be there (11) the net cost will be very much less than the aggregate cost of rooms, air fare for all parties, arbitrators and witnesses (12) there will not be any need for justifiable, but paralyzing fear of flight due to terrorist attack and SARS (13) there may not be need for fear of natural disaster(s) where it normally occurs like earthquake, However, it is trite law that parties cannot contract to oust the jurisdiction of the courts in any dispute that arises, or may arise, between them. If courts jurisdiction is ousted such a contract to oust the jurisdiction of the court is contrary to public policy 17 and therefore illegal.
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It was stated in this work that arbitration in all nations appear similar if not the same.
This is because arbitration seeks the ends of justice and no party who has subjected himself to arbitration has right to resile at any point. This re-echoes the principle of law restated by
Deane C.J. in Kobina Foli v Obeng Akese 18 in the following words:
…in submission to arbitration, the general rule is that as the parties choose their arbitrator to be the judge in the dispute between them, they cannot when the award is not good on its face object to its decision either upon the law or the facts.
In view of the above, it follows that parties who have voluntarily submitted their dispute or differences to their own nominated or chosen arbitrators should take the arbitrators for better or for worse as to decisions of fact and decisions of law 19 . This is what is discovered to be the law in almost all nations. Also this extends to international commercial arbitration wherein video conferencing is mostly applicable. It should be stated that issues that can be referred to arbitration must be justiceable issues, in a dispute that can be compromised by way of accord and satisfaction 20 The parties to agreement to arbitrate must have capacity to enter into an agreement as in contract. Any of the persons that are parties to the agreement is bound by it. This presupposes that any person who is a party must be a legal person either as an individual or group of persons or legal entity(ies). If the subject matter of the reference to arbitration is assignable then such assignee then becomes a party and becomes bound by the agreement and ultimately by the decision of the arbitral tribunal called an award.
Although arbitral proceeding is not strictly a judicial process, it must be conducted in a judicial manner so as to qualify as arbitration recognizable by the court to facilitate enforcement of the award. The implication of this is that there must be impartiality 21 and evidence received from parties and their witness(es) if any, should all aim at substantial justice. Both sides must be heard and accorded fair hearing, 22 before it could be enforced by the court.
(b) Scope of Video Conference in Arbitration
The scope of arbitration is wide not minding that it tends to be limited. It covers both domestic and international disputes. However, this work deals more on international commercial arbitration. The Act refers to arbitration as a commercial arbitration institution.
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This statute did not have any interpretation for domestic arbitration. It is clear that arbitration cannot cover criminal matters as it is the responsibility of the state, except if fiat is issued to a private person to prosecute. Arbitration does not also cover illegal contracts as they are against public policy. 25 Also void contracts are not covered by arbitration. It has also been held that arbitration does not cover unpaid debts.
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Where the arbitration clause is provided in the agreement before the dispute arose, the clause could be in this form:
If any dispute shall arise between the parties thereto in respect of this contract, or any of the provisions herein contained, or anything arising here out, the same shall be referred to arbitration 27 . The quickest way of ascertaining arbitration clause in a contract agreement are the recitals in the agreement. In effect, recitals serve to narrow the scope of an arbitration.
28 By the provision of arbitration clause in an agreement of parties in the contract they have consented to be bound by the decision or award of the arbitral tribunal. In either domestic or international commercial arbitration the parties will be bound by the award if there is no factor that would necessitate and ground impeachment or challenge 33 of the award.
6.
International Commercial Arbitration, how determined?
By the statute of some countries, for instance Austria, an arbitration agreement must be regarded as international when it has been made outside Austria and its award will be enforced by Austrian court only on the grounds of the provisions of multi-lateral conventions which have been ratified by Austria or bilateral treaties which provide that arbitration awards made within the territory of the other country will be recognized and enforced 34 .
By the nature of arbitration, if the arbitration clause specifies that the arbitration should be regarded as an international commercial arbitration and there is noting that indicates that it cannot be an international commercial arbitration it becomes one. This is because of party autonomy. Halsbury L.C's principle that: "What the real fact may be … a court of law is bound to proceed upon the assumption that the legislature is an ideal person that does not make mistake. It must be assumed that it has intended what it has said …" 40 So, the only mistake which the court can admit is one which is apparent and demonstrable by reference to some other provisions of the statute. 41 In the circumstance of international trade and commerce, the best is not to state specific definition if it is discovered that there cannot be an all embracing definition and which should be omnibus. This is because general tantrum valet in generalibus quantum singulare in sigulius (when words are general they are to be taken in general sense, just as words relating to a particular thing are to be taken as referring only to that thing). 
National Laws in Domestic Arbitration
Every society has its own law(s). In the same way, every nation has its own law(s). English common law and the doctrines of equity together with English statutes of general application, were received into the country by local legislature during the period of the colonial administration of the country. 43 Local legislation have terminated the reception of English statues of general application in some parts of the country, 44 but the English common law and the doctrine of equity have remained part of our law throughout the country. Consequently, English common law rules on arbitration are part of our laws.
Extra-judicial settlement of disputes has always been a feature of our indigenous customary law. 45 Such settlements are accepted and enforced by the courts, provided that they satisfy certain pre-requisites. 46 The In most internet processes television or monitor is/are used. This shows that television used in internet/video conferencing, is hardly a glass eye, a benign and remote technology", but it is in fact "a powerful and active observer" in which "pictures are enlarged, reduced, or eliminated altogether to dictate 'meaning' that fits into specific constraints and structural make-up of this image-driven medium". The pictures react upon the audience and upon the participants. They also produce what people call a "translucent fiction", which probably conceals as much as it reveals about the way in which the legal system operates. The fear in video conferencing is that "the social experiment we call 'camera in the court room, may bring about a dramatic and irreversible shift in the way we think about and act upon justice". In 1982 when the western world had started to use the internet and computer in business;
Lord Denning MR said:
I think the time has come when we should lay down a different rule.
Business convenience requires it.
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This was in European Grain Ltd v Johnston. 57 Perhaps the learned Law Lord and
Master of the Roll concurred with our Coker J.S.C(as he then was), who in 1969 observed that the law cannot be and is not ignorant of modern methods and must not shut its eyes to the mysteries of the computer.
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In the internet regime, the judges cannot afford the luxury of not being law-makers in view of the emerging complexities in the global world. A legal problem may arise in the use of computer and internet before the legislature perceives the problem. The problem must be solved by the court. Technology is advancing and the law should walk in tandem. This is because the task of stating the position of the law by deciphering the intention of the scientists or the law makers is placed squarely on the shoulders of the judges. Investment & Anor. 67 The decision is to the effect that if parties agree as to the place of arbitration, that place is final, provided that the parties agree also that their arbitration is under the Act. In the same way, if parties agree that their arbitration should be via the Internet, (video conferencing) that will be final. According to the Act, if the parties agree that their arbitration shall be in accordance with the Act then the arbitrators will only be mindful of the convenience of the parties.
Since video conferencing in arbitration takes place at far distance from one another, 
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Going by the provisions of the Act, the death of a party shall not invalidate an award or the operation of the agreement, but shall in the event, be enforceable by or against the personal representatives of the deceased. 75 Also, an arbitration agreement under the Act will bind not only the actual parties to it, but also an assignee of a contract containing it, the agents of the parties, and the personal representatives. 
c. International Treaties and Conventions in Arbitration
Each country has laws that regulate its internal transactions and interactions. As countries build up relationships with other countries so they build up body of laws that enable them nurture their relationship with other countries. Sometimes certain differences between countries go out of hand that their differences grow to crisis dimension. It is this 73 Op cit. 
What is Internet?
The internet is an electronic world that parallels our physical world. It was born out of the fusion of an immense number of networks into one overarching network of networks. By the internet, all the basic ingredients required for dramatic and accelerating change are in place. Already today, we possess an integrated, worldwide environment in which digitized information can be created, stored, processed and communicated. 79 This is what video conferencing in arbitration require.
However, the first issue that addresses a conflicts lawyer/arbitrator when considering the internet is whether it is a novel form of communication, or more than the natural progression of existing methods of communication such as the telephone, facsimile, television, etc. In terms of the issues relevant in the conflict of laws it is generally to be considered no differently from existing means of mass communication. principles that have been developed in the light of, and have been applied to, the press, telephone, facsimile and television apply equally to this new form of communication. It is essentially old wine in new bottles from a conflicts perspective.
Information placed by a web-site provider for access over the Internet is sent by that person to others (potentially millions of others, simultaneously, in many different jurisdictions) just as a fax or letter or TV transmission is sent by its author, albeit that the information passively awaits access being made to it by web users. 80 It is pleasing to note that with the development of the Internet and computer, and the emergence of the radio, television and satellite technology and their convergence, there is now a revolution that has accelerated often beyond imagination. This has laid the foundation of today's knowledge economy on which video conferencing in arbitration is now possible.
Video Conferencing in Arbitration
Video conferencing in Arbitration is a contemporary issue in an Internet Regime.
This showed the novelty of video conferencing practice as it pointed to the fact of what is now making an important contribution in the world of ideas for the cause of human betterment.
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As scientists are striving to fashion out devices that will make man comfortable, law and lawyers will garner ideas that will enable man enjoy the comfort in-peace. These are the essence and purpose of both law and science. The search to realize these have become an irresistible, psychological force. Men and women are never again to accept willingly the concept of salvery, suppression and oppression even if government and/or "behavioral scientists" tell them it is good for them. Everyman today has new awareness of himself.
Everyman today knows that he is a person, an invaluable being, equal to others, rational and 
Nature of the on-line technology
It is heart warming that courts at various jurisdictions have started to utilize the information technology to do complete justice, the foundation of this was laid by Lord
Dening MR as far back as 1982
Also the same Lord Denning MR refused to follow previous decision "… Owing to lapse of time, and the change in social condition…" that "the previous decision is not in accord with modern thinking"
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Peharps the learned Master of the Rolls, Lord Denning concurred with our Coker J.S.C (as he then was) who in 1969 observed that the law cannot be and is not ignorant of modern methods and must not shut its eye to the mysteries of the computer".
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The following cases show that courts have embraced on-line technology. In M/S SIL Import, USA v M/S Exim Aides Silk Exporters 84 the words "notice in writing" were construed to include a notice by fax technological advancements like fax, Internet, E-mail, etc were on swift progress even before the bill for the Amendment Act was discussed by the parliament. When the legislature contemplated that notice in writing should be given to the drawer of the cheque, the legislature must be presumed to have been aware of the modern devices and equipment already in vogue and also in store for future.
The requirement of a written notice will be satisfied if the same is given in the form of a fax, e-mail etc, using the information technology of which one is video conferencing. It must be noted that a notice by e-mail can be sent instantaneously and its delivery is assured and acknowledged by a report showing the due delivery of the same to the intended recipient.
This method is more safe, accurate, economical and lesser time interval as compared to its traditional counterpart which is postage. 
Legal Effects of Electronic Arbitration Agreement
Legal effects of electronic arbitration agreement and effects on the rights and obligations of parties focused on the practice of video conferencing in arbitration. It stated that it is the sun which melts the candle that also hardens the clay. Again, that it is the arbitration which is used to settle disputes in off-line dispute resolution that is used in settling disputes on-line in form of video conferencing. where it was indicated that Kapstone Solutions is to launch video-conferencing in Nigeria however, one of the problems will be power supply from the national grid. Outside this power supply the cost will be high for the generality of the people.
Electronic commerce is experiencing continued rapid growth and contractual practices are constantly changing. To keep abreast of disputes that might be referred to them, legal professionals must develop their analytical spirit and rigorously apply known, proven concepts to this new phenomenon. It is to be stressed that electronic activities lend themselves to a methodical approach. This shows that international commercial arbitration law can cope with the peculiarities of electronic commerce, even if these peculiarities (especially dematerialization) have an impact on the methods of dispute resolution. Electronic commerce operations are based on contracts concluded electronically between "absent" co-contractors (that is, those who do not physically meet). The conclusion of an electronic contract is often prolonged by the electronic execution of contract, which consists of opening access to a data base. These electronic operations can give rise to disputes, just as in traditional commerce. 91 In answer to the above four questions, it will be answered that (1) With the advent of the Internet and its computer linkages, it is possible to enter into electronic agreement wherein arbitration clause will be provided. As dispute arises, parties can through video conferencing 92 , arbitrate and issue the award. (2) Satellite transmissions now perform an increasing range of functions. By means of electronic gadgets evidence of witnesses can be generated and transmitted to any number of places at the same time and can appropriately be admitted as primary evidence and also serve as business or public records. 93 (3) Under the arbitration agreement need not be present at the same place and arbitration will take place at the instance of their appointed arbitrators. This is because in the words of Lord David Donaldson of Lymington MR. "in order to decide where an award is made, one must look at the arbitration as a whole, and not just at the place of signature, and the proper criterion is the central point of the arbitration proceeding". 94 With video conferencing, an award can be said to be made where the parties choose. 95 
Conclusion
Since most telecommunication service providers leased bandwidths and transponders they should put their resources together so as to put structures in place for video conferencing. The National Television Authority (NTA) and other Federal Government institutions and agencies should supervise the workings of the video conferencing centres to be established. This will unite nations faster and better. With this, presidents of nations can have meetings without any one leaving his country. However, combined efforts and its synergy will yield a better control of internet harkers for more secured world.
This work therefore concludes that:
a. Arbitration by video conference will serve as a unifying factor which will bring about unity of all human family with no white, no black, no developed, no undeveloped countries. This may well be called in short, the "principle of unity in diversity". c. Security and confidentiality will result if arbitration is by video conferencing since there will not be wild travels as technological devices will be used to maintain confidentiality of information.
d.
Recognition and Enforcement will be easier by the use of video conferencing in arbitration while embracing "Fluidity of jurisdiction" or "juridical unity of constituency". This will enhance the confidence of investors.
e. Proceedings by adversarial or inquisitorial practice acceptable in both common and civil law jurisdictions to converge so as to highlight the independence and impartiality of the arbitrators. Every party or arbitrator would see everything taking place during the proceeding.
f. Arbitration by video conferencing will end forum shopping.
It is recommended that there should be unification of laws to streamline procedures as well as recognition and enforcement requirements. This will enable practitioners enjoy the synergic effect of law, science and technology in arbitration for world peace and progress.
Also documents and information in arbitral proceeding should block unnecessary parties and intruders by the use of numbers/codes. The number of time each party down loads information relative to the arbitration should be made known to all parties through electronic device.
Again, it is recommended that arbitral awards should be attached to national foreign reserves for ease of enforcement and more confidence in arbitration. Surely, this will enhance investment flow and mobility of labour.
Furthermore, this work recommends more liberal terms and conditions for lease of transponders or bandwidths to interested investors. This will make video conferencing in arbitration infrastructure more competitive, affordable and available more than mobile phones.
